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S-EXPR ESS

W
hile the modified BMW 
scene is predominantly 
full of blokes, which 
is understandable, 
there are more and 

more of us girls getting involved, which 
is really good to see, especially when we 
buck the trend and flip assumptions on 
their heads. With me, for example, people 
are sometimes surprised when they see 
a girl driving a modded E39, especially 
when they learn it’s a 540i, but they’re 
almost always even more surprised when 
they find out that my daily is a 630i. 
They expect me to have a sensible little 

runabout, but this is how I do sensible 
runabout, it just happens to be not so little. 
Meanwhile Anja Thorup Andresen drives 
this rather heavily-modified E90 335i as a 
daily and that’s not so surprising when you 
learn that her husband, Martin, is CEO of 
Schmiedmann, a company that excels at 
making BMWs go very quickly, so it’s only 
fitting that she should also pilot a very 
quick BMW.

We do get the feeling that perhaps 
Martin was more interested in the E90 
335i, which would go onto become the 
Schmiedmann S3, than Anja was, seeing 
as it also doubles as a Schmiedmann 

company demo car, but we can’t imagine 
she has any complaints about the situation.

Martin himself is a huge BMW fan, as 
you would expect from someone who 
runs a company like Schmiedmann, and 
drives an S5, based on the F10 M5 and 
which we featured back in our May ’17 
issue. “At age 16 I went for a drive 
with my big brother’s friend in 
an E21 323i,” he tells us, 
“the sound, quality 
and performance 
impressed me 
and since 
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Schmiedmann’s ferocious, E90 335i-based 
S3 boasts face-melting power mixed 
with everyday practicality and polite road 
manners. Is this the ultimate daily?S-EXPR ESS
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then BMW has been my passion, hobby, 
job and life.” 28 years have passed since 
that fateful day, and Martin’s passion for 
the brand has not faded one iota in that 
time. Since his fi rst BMW, an E30 320i, 
many have come and gone over the years 
and with the E90 335i, he had a very 
clear goal in mind: “I wanted to show our 
customers what potential the pre-facelift 
E90 335i has both regarding styling and 
tuning. I like the look of the LCI E90 very 
much and the N54 is the best BMW engine 
I ever drove and quite easy to tune as well 
as still being daily drivable,” and you can’t 
go wrong with LCI looks and N54 power.

Step one was to fi nd a suitable car and 
a candidate in the shape of a standard 
M Sport Saloon was quickly sourced, 
the perfect machine for what Martin 
had in mind: “The plan was to facelift it 
to an LCI, both front and rear including 

the bonnet, boot, head and rear lights. 
Regarding performance, it was my goal to 
gain as much power as possible while still 
retaining a daily usable car,” he explains, 
and so work on the unsuspecting saloon 
begin in earnest.

The full LCI conversion is without doubt 
the most dramatic change here, but unless 
you are a bona fi de E90 anorak you might 
struggle to spot all the changes when 
viewing the car in isolation. Browsing the 
build photos on the Schmiedmann site, 
however, you are quickly reminded how 
big a difference all the LCI components 
make to the E90 when combined together. 
As per Martin’s plan, the S3 has been fi tted 
with all the OE LCI body parts which 
means it now wears the sculpted bonnet, 
the more muscular front bumper and the 
much more attractive LED rear lights, 
as well as being retrofi tted with OE LCI 

Schmiedmann E90 S3
ENGINE AND TRANSMISSION
3.0-litre straight-six N54B30, aFe Power Magnum 
Force Stage 2 Pro 5R sport intake, ram air scoops 
behind grilles, Burger Motorsport JB4 adaptive 
tuning box, Schmiedmann by Turbo.dk stage 
II N54 signature turbochargers, Schmiedmann 
by Supersprint complete sport exhaust with 
downpipes in micro sandblasted stainless 
steel with black exhaust tips, Wagner Evo II 
competition intercooler, MM Power larger silicone 
turbo hoses, uprated and modifi ed stage II fuel 
pump. Six-speed manual gearbox, Sachs Race 
Engineering organic sports clutch

POWER AND TORQUE
452hp and 393lb ft

CHASSIS
8.5x19” ET35 (front) and 9.5x19” ET35 (rear) 
Z-Performance ZP09 wheels with polished faced 
and 235/35 (front) and 265/30 (rear) Fulda 
SportControl tyres, SCC 5mm rear spacers, Bilstein 
B14 coilovers, Schmiedmann BBK with six-piston 
calipers and E46 M3 CSL two-piece discs (front), 
Zimmermann sport brake discs (rear)

EXTERIOR
Black Sapphire metallic, full E90 M Sport LCI 
conversion with OE bi-xenon headlight retrofi t, 
front bumper, bonnet, boot lid and rear lights, 
gloss black kidney grilles, OE BMW shark fi n 
nav aerial, carbon front lip extensions, carbon 
mirror caps, BMW M Performance carbon boot lip 
spoiler, Schmiedmann roundels

INTERIOR
Schmiedmann leather and Alcantara fl at-bottom 
Sport steering wheel with ergonomic side grips, 
modifi ed cluster with red needles, extra-thick 
Schmiedmann S3 Signature fl oor mats and boot 
liner with genuine Nubuck strip frame, red double 
stitching and S3 decals, black Schmiedmann 
alloy sport pedal set
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Bilstein B14 
coilovers deliver 
the perfect drop

N54 now develops 452hp 
and 393lb ft of torque
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bi-xenon headlights. These, along with 
the rear lights, were the only parts of the 
conversion that caused the Schmiedmann 
team any headaches as the LED indicators 
had to function correctly in both sets 
of clusters without setting off a bulb 
failure warning. The only LCI items that 
have been omitted are the door mirrors, 
as Martin prefers the look of the older 
items, but they have been treated to some 
carbon fi bre covers to give them a sportier 
appearance. There are also carbon front 
spoiler lips, a carbon BMW M Performance 
boot lip spoiler and a set of gloss black 
kidney grilles. Inside, meanwhile, the 
changes have been minimal, mainly 
because Martin is a fan of the standard 
cloth and Alcantara seats, but you will fi nd 
a Schmiedmann fl at-bottomed leather and 
Alcantara Sport steering wheel, a modifi ed 
gauge cluster with red needles, a set of 
black Schmiedmann alloy pedals and a set 
of S3 Signature extra-thick fl oor mats, with 
a genuine Nubuck strip frame and double 
red stitching. Swish. 

With the styling sorted, attention had 
to be turned to the all-important drop 
and wheels, because while the 335i was 

“ The plan was to facelift it to an 
 LCI… Regarding performance, it was my 
 goal to gain as much power as possible 
 while still retaining a daily usable car” 

Six-pot calipers 
with M3 CSL 

discs up front
Supersprint exhaust 

system with black tips
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looking good, without a bit more drama it 
was never going to stand out among other 
LCI E90s. “For the suspension we went 
with the Bilstein B14 height-adjustable 
coilover kit because I have always loved 
the Bilstein shocks since they made the 
M dampers for the E30,” explains Martin. 
Offering between 30-50mm of lowering, 
the B14 coilover kit is a great choice here 
and has allowed Martin to dial in just the 
right amount of drop to get the 335i sitting 
right and looking mean, without sacrifi cing 
its daily drivability. When it comes to 
wheels, the E90 body is the right size to 
carry off a set of 19s without them looking 
too large under its arches, and Martin 
knew exactly what he wanted the E90 to 
wear. “I love the Z-Performance wheels, 
particularly because of the deep concave 
they always have on the rear wheels, and 
the ZP09 wheel looks kind of classic and 
is lightweight, too. At the rear we installed 
German SCC spacers to get the wheels 
even closer to the wheel arches,” he says 
and there’s no denying that the 19” ZP09 

wheels are a bold choice with a striking 
design that really suits the 3 Series Saloon. 
The wide-set spokes show off the massive 
front brakes while the polished faces 
combined with the black lips and the way 
the spokes reach right to the edge of the 
wheels make them look even bigger and 
the addition of the rear spacers gets them 
sitting perfectly.

As Martin has already said, performance 
was going to be a big part of this project 
and the aim was always to extract as much 
power as possible from the eminently 
tunable N54 but he and the Schmiedmann 
team were never going to be happy with 
just a remap and some basic bolt-ons, this 
project called for some serious under-
bonnet fettling. We start off in familiar 
territory, with Burger Tuning’s JB4, 
arguably the go-to N54 tuning box, and 
the mods build steadily from here. There’s 
a Wagner Evo II competition intercooler, 
which is signifi cantly larger than the stock 
item, an aFe Power Magnum Force Stage 
2 Pro 5R induction kit with ram air scoops 

mounted behind the kidney grilles, larger 
silicone turbo hoses by MM Power along 
with an upgraded, modifi ed Stage II fuel 
pump. The presence of some of those 
mods indicates that there’s something 
rather more serious going on beneath 
the bonnet and so it is, as you discover 
when you start to explore further. At the 
core of what makes this 335i so powerful 
are the Schmiedmann by Turbo.dk Stage 
II signature turbos and these hybrids 
boast an impressive spec, with uprated 
compressors, turbines, a modifi ed turbine 
housing, upgraded wastegate bushes and 
and upgraded race bearings. These are 
joined by a complete Schmiedmann by 
Supersprint exhaust system, starting at 
the sandblasted stainless-steel downpipes 
and running back to a pair of fat black 
exhaust tips bearing the Schmiedmann 
logo. The combination of these substantial 
performance mods results in a seriously 
impressive 452hp along with a mighty 
393lb ft of torque, making for one seriously 
rapid saloon, but one that’s still perfectly 
happy to serve as a daily. The six-speed 
manual ’box remains stock but the clutch 
has been uprated – not too much – with a 
Sachs organic sports clutch now mounted 
to the transmission and which, Martin 
says, just needs a bit more pressure on the 
pedal due to its stronger pressure plate. 
Throwing lots of power at a car is all well 
and good but really no good at all if you 
forget about your brakes, but naturally the 
Schmiedmann team would never do that. 
Up front you will now fi nd a Schmiedmann 
BBK running six-pot calipers wrapped 
around E46 M3 CSL two-piece discs, while 
at the back sit a set of Zimmermann sport 
brake discs.

With a comprehensive selection of mods 
across the board, Schmiedmann’s S3 is a 
mighty machine, demonstrating exactly 
what the N54 is capable of, as well as 
neatly showcasing Schmiedmann’s own 
skills, just as Martin intended. The LCI 
looks have really transformed the car 
while still keeping it stealthy, with just 
a few subtle carbon additions adding a 
little more visual drama, but it’s under 
the bonnet where the S3 really impresses. 
There’s power enough here to satisfy 
anyone’s performance needs, all wrapped 
up in the perfect daily driver package. In 
stock form the 335i is already a formidable 
machine but with a selection of premium 
performance upgrades it’s elevated to a 
whole other plane of performance, one 
which your friends, family and shopping 
can all experience, and it’s impossible 
to resist the diverse charms of such a 
devastating daily  ●
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Schmiedmann 
Sport steering 
wheel
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